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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 24-25 and 31-35, amend Claims 18-23, 26, and 28-30, and 
add Claims 36-42, as set forth in the following listing of claims, which will replace all 
prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the application: 

1-17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently amended) A method for killing organisms and removing of toxic 
substances from an enclosure, which comprises the steps of: 

pr e paring an e nclosure having an interior and an e xt e rior for exposure to a high 
t e mp e ratur e gas by r e mov i ng or prot e cting a l l h e at s e ns i tiv e i t e ms; 

providing at least one ingress duct communicating with said interior of said 
enclosure; 

heating an environmentally acceptable gas to a temperature lethal to 
predetermined organisms; 

directing said heated gas into said enclosure through said at least one ingress 
duct for a time sufficient to raise the temperature of said enclosure to said lethal 
temperature; and 

extracting said heated gas and dead organisms suspended therein from said 
enclosure bv venting said heated gas during at least a substantial portion of said 
directing step . 

19. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 18^ further i ncluding 
th e st e p of i nc l uding wherein said extracting step further includes passing said heated 
gas through at least one egress duc t, communicating between said i nter i or and sa i d 
e xt e rior of sa i d e nclosure, whoro i n to extract said heated gas i s extracted through said 
at l e ast on e e gr e ss duct . 
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20. (Currently amended) A method for sanitizing an enclosed structure having 
an exterior and an interior, comprising the steps of: 

pr e par i ng said e nclos e d structure for exposur e to a h i gh tomporaturo gao by 
r e mov i ng or prot e cting all h e at sensitive itoms; 

disposing a plurality of temperaturejndicating probes at predetermined locations 
within said enclosed structure; 

heating a gas to a prodot e rmined t e mperature ; 

directing said heated gas inte within said enclosed structure so as to maintain a 
flow of said heated gas within said enclosed structure i n order to rais e the tomporaturo 
w i thin said e nc l os e d structur e to said predet e rm i n e d t e mp e rature ; 

monitoring the temperature within said enclosure dotoctod from using said 
probes in r e al tim e to e nsur e that during at least a substantial portion of said directing 
step, to determine when all portions of said enclosed structure reach said 
prodetorminod a sufficiently high temperature for sanitizing said enclosed structure : and 

venting said heated gas from said enclosed structure during at least a substantial 
portion of said directing step, therebv extracting heat-killed organisms suspended in 
said heated gas . 

21. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 20, wherein said 
pr e d e t e rmin e d sufficiently high temperature is at least about 120°F. 

22. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 20, further i nc l uding 
comprising th e st e p of connecting said temperature^indicating probes to a console 
disposed outside said enclosed structure. 



LA2:706715.1 



Serial No. 10/014,727 
June 8, 2004 
Page 4 



23. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 20, further including 
th e st e p of wherein said directing step further comprises killing certain organisms within 
said enclosed structure as a resu l t of raising th e t e mp e rature by heating to said 
pr e d e termin e d sufficiently high temperature, said certain organisms including at least 
one of fungi; toxic molds, including aspergillus oryzae, aspergillus terreus, aspergillus 
yersicolor, cladosporium hergbarum, stachybotrys chartarum, penicillium 
aurantiogriseum, penicillium chrisogenum, penicillium glabrum, and fusarium 
oxysporum; bacteria; and insects. 

24-25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently amended) A method for exterminating toxic organisms in a 
structure, said toxic organisms consist i ng of comprising at least one of fungi; toxic 
molds, and bacteria, said method comprising the steps of: 

heating a gas to a pr e d e t e rmin e d t e mp e ratur e; 

directing said heated gas i nto sa i d structur e i n order to raise tho t e mporaturo 
w i th i n said in an interior portion of an enclosed structure so as to heat at least said 
interior portion e nc l os e d structur e to said a predetermined temperature that is hot 
enough to kill said toxic organisms ; 

monitoring th e t e mp e ratur e with i n said structur e in r e al t i me to ensure that an 
interior temperature of said enclosed structure to determine when substantially all 
portions of said structure interior reach said predetermined temperature; 

maintaining said predetermined temperature for a pr e d e t e rmin e d period of time; 

and 

venting said heated gas from said enclosed structure during at least a substantial 
portion of said maintaining step, to extract killed organisms from said interior portion . 

27. (Previously presented) The method according to Claim 26, wherein said 
predetermined temperature is at least about 120°F. 
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28. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 26, further 
comprising disposing a plurality of temperature-indicating probes at pr e d e tonn i n e d to 
monitor temperature at different locations within said enclosed structure. 

29. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 28, further i nclud i ng 
th e step of comprising connecting said temperatureiindicating probes to a console 
disposed outside said enclosed structure. 

30. (Currently amended) The method according to Claim 26, wherein said 
toxic organisms further i nc l ude comprise aspergillus oryzae, aspergillus terreus, 
aspergillus versicolor, cladosporium hergbarum, stachybotrys chartarum, penicillium 
aurantiogriseum, penicillium chrisogenum, penicillium glabrum, and fusarium 
oxysporum. 

31-35. (Cancelled) 

36. (New) The method according to Claim 26, wherein the venting step 
comprises passing said heated gas through a ventilation duct. 

37. (New) The method according to Claim 36, further comprising filtering said 
heated gas to extract killed organisms suspended therein, using a filter in fluid 
communication with said ventilation duct. 

37. (New) The method of Claim 37, further comprising returning filtered gas to 
said interior portion after said filtering step. 

38. (New) The method of Claim 37, further comprising applying a suction 
downstream of said filter. 

39. (New) The method of Claim 26, wherein said heating step is performed 
outside said enclosed structure. 
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40. (New) The method of Claim 26, wherein said heating step is performed 
inside said enclosed structure. 

41. (New) The method of Claim 26, wherein said directing step further 
comprises directing said heated gas into said interior portion using at least one duct. 

42. (New) The method of Claim 26, wherein said maintaining step further 
comprises maintaining said predetemriined temperature for not less than about one 
hour. 
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